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Now we want to finish up the study on the covenant with Abraham. Now the 

premillennialist teachers will tell you that the covenant with Abraham promised the Jews 

the land of Canaan forever. But as we saw last week that was a conditional covenant and 

they were given the land and then it was taken away as was prophesied by God Himself. 

They also claim that the covenant was made with Abraham it was all about the Jews but 

as we saw from Galatians 3, the covenant was with God and Christ (His Seed) and not 

with Abraham and the Jews. And from the last part of Galatians we learned that 

Christians are the true spiritual descendants of Abraham and not the Jews. 

 

So now we want to look at what the purpose of God from the beginning. Was the purpose 

of God Israel or was the purpose of God the church? So last week we looked at what God 

told Abraham “And in your seed all nations will be blessed.” Notice this is a very un-

Jewish thing to write. Why did God make this statement to Abraham?  

 

 

The Promise  

 

Galatians 3:6-8 

God was letting Abraham know that down the road He was going to justify (save) the 

Gentiles by faith and that they were going to be his true descendants, even though 

Abraham did not know that at the time.        

 

Galatians 3:22 

What Paul calls the promise - which comes by faith in Jesus - is so important that God 

shuts up all men in the jailhouse of sin so that they might receive it.  In other words, the 

reason for God’s binding men under sin is so that they might receive this promise.  The 

important question is:  What is the promise? 

 

Galatians 3:13–14 

The promise is the Indwelling Holy Spirit 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14  

So the Indwelling Holy Spirit is the promise 
 

Having now defined this word, we can now decipher the message of Galatians 3, and 

discover an extremely important foundational point of the New Covenant.  It is clear 

from Galatians 3:22 that God’s reason for shutting us up under sin is so that we might 

receive the promise. 

 

Galatians 3:13–14 

So Christ redeemed us (or saved us) in order that the blessing of Abraham might come. 

The importance of purpose can be illustrated in this way.  Suppose you drive your car 

downtown “in order” to buy groceries.  Notice that your purpose is to buy groceries - the 

automobile is simply the vehicle you have chosen to get you there. 

 

God’s purpose is expressed in these words: “in order that” the blessing of Abraham might 
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come; that is, that we might receive the promise of the Holy Spirit.  The purpose is the 

promise of the Spirit. Note, then, that forgiveness of sin - redemption - is simply the 

vehicle God has chosen to carry out His purpose. 

 

That forgiveness of sins is the vehicle, and that God’s purpose is the indwelling Holy 

Spirit has two very important corollaries.  The first is that the central message of the New 

Testament is not forgiveness of sins.   Forgiveness of sins is a very important vehicle and 

it’s wonderful that forgiveness of sins can be obtained through Christ our Savior - but the 

vehicle is always subordinate to the purpose.  When forgiveness of sins is the central 

focus of preaching, that preaching misses the mark of the New Testament.  Forgiveness 

of sins must first be preached to the lost - that is the only message that carnal man first 

understands.  But following immersion, the Christian’s attention must be turned from the 

“have to” of the Law to the “want to” of perfection offered through the Spirit.  

Understanding that forgiveness is the vehicle, and that the promise of the Spirit is God’s 

purpose is the difference between life and death, and the difference between the Law and 

the Faith! 

 

The second corollary deals with the importance of the indwelling of God’s Spirit.  God 

first deals with men on the plane of their guilty consciences and forgiveness which He 

offers.  The fleshly mind apparently cannot grasp the significance of the indwelling 

Spirit, so to move men’s understanding to the proper point, God uses the scripture to shut 

us in the jail house of sin.  (Being shut up in a jail house is a drastic measure, but it is the 

only one which communicates.)  Having been locked up, and having recognized our 

condition, we are now ready to listen to the voice of the Almighty. 

 

In recognizing how important forgiveness of sins is - the difference between glory in 

heaven and eternity in the lake of fire - and understanding that forgiveness is the vehicle 

to a more important purpose, we now understand how important the promise of the Spirit 

is.  The central message of the New Testament is the promise - the indwelling Holy 

Spirit! 

 

Acts 2:38-39 

The thrust of Peter’s reply was not forgiveness of sins - although forgiveness of sins is 

involved.  The driving point of his answer was the promise!  Forgiveness of sins is 

clearly here the vehicle to the promised gift of the Spirit. 

 

Note too those to whom the promise was made.  The promise was for “you and your 

children,” an Hebraic expression for the Jews.  But the promised Spirit was also for the 

Gentiles (Peter himself would not understand his own words for another ten years until he 

preached to the Gentile soldier Cornelius) - ”for all who are far off.”  Paul defines this 

term for us in explaining the Jew - Gentile relationship in Christ to the Ephesians: “And 

He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to those who were 

near; for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 

2:17,18).  The promise, then, from the day of Pentecost onward, was to be for both Jew 

and Gentile! 
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Now we are ready to examine a very important statement by the author of Hebrews.  

“And all these [the Old Testament great men of faith], having gained approval through 

their faith, did not receive what was promised [1iterally, the promise!], because God had 

provided something [Someone] better for us, so that apart from us they should not be 

made perfect” (Hebrews 11:39,40). 

 

We recall that Jesus had said that the least Christian would be greater than John the 

Immerser (Matthew 11:11).  We also established that John was the greatest of all the Old 

Testament greats, and from that drew the conclusion that the least in the kingdom of 

heaven was greater than all the Old Testament greats.  We asked the question, “How can 

that be?” and came to the conclusion that the least Christian had been born of God, 

whereas none of the Old Testament greats - including John - were able to be born again 

of water and Spirit.  The writer of Hebrews makes the same point - all those who died in 

faith did not receive the promise!  They were never born of the Spirit.  The least of us can 

be greater than any of those in the Old Testament because we are indwelt by God’s 

Spirit! 

 

The central message of the New Testament is the promised Holy Spirit.  Those who have 

received that promise can exceed what any of those in the Old Testament were able to 

accomplish. 

 

 

The Mystery  

 

Now the premillennialists will also teach you that the church age is a mystery and that 

there are no prophecies of the church in the Old Testament. Well we saw quite a few 

weeks ago when covering the kingdom of heaven that there are many prophecies 

concerning the kingdom and by using the scriptures, we were able to show that the 

church and the kingdom are used interchangeably in the scripture. So the kingdom is 

here. However they claim the church is a mystery age. Here are the 3 main verses they 

use to prove this point: Romans 16:25-26, Ephesians 3:2-10 and Colossians 1:25-27. 

Let’s see if this fits with the scripture. 

 

Colossians 1:24-27 

The apostle tells us that the mystery - which was hidden from the past ages and 

generations - is “Christ in you.”   What is Christ in you? 

 

Romans 8:9-11 

Note the names given to the Holy Spirit in this passage: 

The Spirit 

The Spirit of God 

The Spirit of Christ 

Christ in you 

The Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 

His Spirit who indwells you 
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Another name for the Holy Spirit is Christ in you!  The mystery is the same as the 

promise - The indwelling Holy Spirit! 
 

In order to fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, we must understand and 

preach the mystery.  We cannot claim to have restored New Testament Christianity 

unless the mystery is at the center of our preaching, and we are making known the riches 

of the glory of this mystery among our present-day Gentiles. 

 

The apostle said that the mystery was hidden from the past ages and generations.  Where 

were the pieces of this mystery hidden?  They were hidden in the pages of the Old 

Testament, and revealed to us by the holy apostles and prophets in the pages of the New.  

Let’s examine one of the pieces of this mystery, and note how carefully it was hidden in 

the Old Testament, and note as well how easy it is to miss how it is revealed in the New 

Testament. 

 

Genesis 12:3 

This is commonly thought to be a prophecy of Christ.  Through Abraham Christ would 

come - not for just the Israelites, but for all nations.  But the problem with that is: 

 

Matthew 15:24 

But Christ in the flesh was only sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

 

Galatians 3:13-14 

There are only two valid possibilities as to what the blessing of Abraham is.  One 

possibility is salvation; the other possibility is the Holy Spirit.  It is easy to eliminate 

salvation as a possibility, because in verse 13 he says,  “Christ redeemed [saved] us,” and 

verse 14 says, “in order that.”  The blessing of Abraham is the promised Holy Spirit. 

 

The prophecy of Genesis 12:3 is fulfilled - in the Spirit, Christ has blessed all the families 

of the earth! 

 

There are many other examples of pieces of the mystery hidden in the Old Testament.  

Our point here, however, is that the message of the Old Testament is not simply Christ.  

In fact, if the Old Testament were boiled down to one drop of pure elixir, the name of that 

drop would have to be The Mystery. 

 

The message of the Old Testament is not simply Christ, but Christ in you! 

 

Ephesians 3:1-7 

Notice here that Paul defines the mystery as the Gentiles being fellow heirs, fellow 

members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise.  This dovetails perfectly with 

his definition in Colossians 1:27 that the mystery is Christ in you.  Here, by being a 

fellow partaker of the promise - the Holy Spirit - a Christian is a fellow heir and fellow 

member of the body.  What was hidden from the past ages and generations was made 

known through the apostles and New Testament prophets, and recorded for us in the 

foundational New Testament scriptures!  The mystery - Christ in you, the indwelling 

Holy Spirit, the promise - is the culmination of God’s plan for the duration of the earth.  
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Ephesians 3:8-12 

The mystery of the gospel - the pieces of which were hidden in the Old Testament 

scriptures - is Christ in you, the promised Holy Spirit.  The message of the Old 

Testament, as well as the New, is this mystery and promise.  This mystery is to be 

proclaimed clearly and boldly, that the manifold wisdom of God might be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenlies. So this mystery was the eternal purpose of 

God through Jesus Christ. The eternal purpose was the indwelling Holy Spirit or the 

church and not the physical nation of Israel.   
 

Romans 16:25-26 

So the Indwelling Holy Spirit was hidden in past ages but now has been made know 

through the prophets and it leads to the obedience of faith – not the disobedience of faith 

– but the obedience of faith.  

 

So this mystery that premillennial teachers claim is the church is not the church age at 

all– it is referring to the promise or Christ in you, the mystery which was talked about in 

both the Old and New Testaments. It was hidden from past ages but now has been made 

known. 

 

So, can we really say that the indwelling Holy Spirit was not around before church came 

about? Yes we can. 

John 7:37-39 

So, the Holy Spirit would not come around until Christ was glorified (or ascended to 

glory – to the right hand of the Father in heaven.) 

 

John 14:16-17 

Notice here that Jesus told the apostles that He would send the helper. It was not with 

them at this point. But He let them know that the helper is currently with them and would 

soon be in them – meaning the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

  

John 14:23-26 

Notice again that Jesus lets the apostles know that the Holy Spirit will come and make 

Our (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) abode with him that keeps the commandments. Also in 

verse 26, He mentions that the Holy Spirit will be sent to them from the Father. The 

indwelling Holy Spirit had not been sent at this point. 

    

John 16:7 

Notice here that Jesus said that the helper could not be sent while He was on earth. That 

is why it was going to be to the apostles’ advantage that He went away. Then, He could 

send the Holy Spirit. So the indwelling Holy Spirit was not here when Jesus was on the 

earth.    

 

So let’s return to where we were before. So the forgiveness of sins is not the central 

message of the New Testament. It is the vehicle to the promise of the indwelling Holy 

Spirit. The message of the Old Testament is not simply Christ - but the mystery of Christ 

in you, the Holy Spirit. 
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Galatians 3:6-29 

We are the descendants of Abraham not based on the Law but based on the promise – the 

indwelling Holy Spirit. And the Law is used to lock a person the jailhouse so they are 

start asking for freedom and that came only come through the Jesus Christ and the 

indwelling Holy Spirit.  

 

So the purpose of God all along was not physical Israel. The purpose of God all along 

was the church age and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Romans 4:13-22 

So our being descendants of Abraham is now purely based on the promise not the Law. 

God does not want to go back to the Law. The Indwelling Holy Spirit was God’s purpose 

all along.  

 

Acts 3:22-25 

So when this was being spoken, it would have only have been Jews that were present. 

Notice that all prophets spoke of these days. What days are these Peter is referring to? He 

is referring to the church age – the last days according to the scripture. So Peter mentions 

that the Jews are sons of the Christian covenant that was made with Abraham when it was 

said “And in your seed, all nations of earth would be blessed.”  

 

Acts 3:26 

Peter says “for you first.” Who would that be referring to? That is of course referring to 

the Jews. But that also means there would be a second group. Who would that be? The 

Gentiles of course. But then notice what Peter says “God raised up His servant and then 

sent Him to bless you.”  How was God going to send Jesus to bless all people after he had 

been raised to the right hand of God? This was only going to be able to be done by Christ 

in you – the indwelling Holy Spirit.  

 

That was God’s purpose all along. It was not the physical nation of Israel. God’s purpose 

from the very beginning was the coming of the indwelling Holy Spirit. He told Abraham 

“And in your seed, all nations of earth will be blessed.” And according to the scripture 

that could only be done through the giving of the Holy Spirit after Jesus ascended and the 

coming of the day of Pentecost 30 AD – the beginning of the church. God had the church 

in mind all along when He put His plan together.   

 


